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Holy Grail stories? It forms a "country of the soul"; but it is
overburdened with make-believe. So it needs, and has always
needed, the corrective and complement of Ironic Naturalism,
which brings us back to earth, mockingly and at times cynically.
In this strain, the masterpiece is Cervantes's Don Quixote.

If we stress pity instead of irony as our chief source of in-
spiration, we have the Bible of Social Pity: Hugo, Dickens,
Tolstoy, Dostoevsky, and many of our contemporaries. But it is
too diffuse to be embodied into a compact Bible, and it mini-
mizes individual problems.

The first aim of this discussion is to pass in review, infor-
mally, some of the greatest themes in world literature. Al-
though it is not seriously suggested that a man's library might
be reduced to a single volume, or to five, or even to eight, there
might be a valid lesson in our apparent paradox: reading, in
order to be profitable, should be well-integrated. Actually, a
man could be more cultivated with a single essential book, a
Bible, read intelligently, than with the Hundred Books pro-
posed by Sir John Lubbock, read in a slavish or frivolous spirit.